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In the Claims: 

Please amend claim 10 as follows: 



1 . (Previously amended) A backrest for attachment to a chair having a seat, 


the backrest having a front and a back and comprising: 

(a) a frame having a top and a bottom and comprising an outer peripheral 
portion which surrounds a central portion; 

(b) a support shell mounted on the frame; and, 

(c) a plurality of flexible, independently moveable, vertically extending 
members mounted to said support shell and positioned to engage at 
least a portion of a back of a person when the person is seated in the 
chair, whereby the support shell and the vertically extending members 
are formed integrally, the vertically extending members are positioned 
in the central portion when the backrest is assembled and the vertically 
extending members engage the frame only at the top and the bottom 
whereby the vertically extending members support the back of the 
person without engaging any structural member positioned behind the 
vertically extending members. 
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2. (Original) The backrest of claim 1 wherein the vertically extending 
members are positioned to engage at least the lumbar and mid-back of 
the person when the person is seated in the chair. 

3. (Original) The backrest of claim 1 wherein the vertically extending 
members are positioned to engage substantially the entirety of the portion 
of the back of the person which is supported by the back rest. 

4. (Previously amended) The backrest of claim 1 wherein the flexion of the 
vertically extending members conforms to the shape of the back of the 
person as the position of the back of the person with respect to the 
backrest is adjusted. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously amended) The backrest of claim 1 wherein the support shell 
and the frame each have an outer peripheral portion and a central opening 
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and the vertically extending members are positioned in the central 
openings. 

9. (Original) The backrest of claim 1 wherein the vertically extending 
members have a bottom portion that is vertically adjustable. 

10. (Currently amended) A backrest for attachment to a chair having a seat, 
the backrest comprising: 

(a) a support structure having a top and a bottom; and, 
V 1 (b)a plurality of flexible, independently moveable, vertically extending 

members positioned to engage at least a portion of a back of a person 
when the person is seated in the chair, the vertically extending members 
have a front face, a rear face, a forward extent of movement and a 
rearward extent of movement wherein at the forward extent of movement 
the front face of the vertically extending members is spaced from anv 
other structural member of the backrest and at the rearward extent of 
movement the rear face of the vertically extending members is spaced 
from anv other structural member of the backrest, w herein the vertically 
extending members have a bottom portion that is vertically adjustable^-ane" 
whoro i n tho bottom port i on i s ongagab l o at a p l ura li ty of vert i ca ll y opacod 
apart ongagomont momboro prov i ded on a bottom portion of tho back rost, 
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whoroby tho backroot conformo to tho ohapo of tho book of tho poroon . 


1 1 . (Cancelled) 


12. (Cancelled) 


13. (Cancelled) 



14. (Previously amended) A backrest for attachment to a chair having a seat, the 


backrest comprising: 

(a) a support structure having a top and a bottom; 

(b) a plurality of vertically extending members having a top portion and a 
bottom portion, said vertically extending members being laterally spaced 
apart for at least a portion of their height to permit independent movement 
of adjacent vertically extending members, wherein each of the vertically 
extending members supports a longitudinal section of at least the lumbar 
region of a person seated on the chair without engaging a supplemental 
support member, the vertically extending members are adjustable by 
raising or lowering one of the top portion or the bottom portion. 


15. (Cancelled) 
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16. (Previously added) The backrest of claim 14 wherein the vertically 
extending members are adjustable for controlling the amount of support 
provided to the lumbar region of the person. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Previously amended) The backrest of claim 14 wherein one of the top 
portion or the bottom portion is attached directly to the support structure 
and the other of the top portion or the bottom portion is engagable at a 
plurality of vertically spaced apart engagement members provided on the 
support structure. 

19. (Previously added) The backrest of claim 16 wherein the vertically 
extending member has a bottom portion that is vertically adjustable to vary 
the amount of support provided to the lumbar region of the person. 

20. (Previously added) The backrest of claim 19 wherein the bottom portion is 
engagable at a plurality of vertically spaced apart engagement members 
provided on a bottom portion of the support structure. 
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21 . (Previously added) The backrest of claim 19 wherein the support structure 
comprises a frame and a support shell mounted thereon and wherein the 
vertically extending members are provided on the support shell at one 
vertical end thereof and wherein the engagement members are provided 
on the frame. 


22. (Cancelled) 


or 


23. (Previously added) The backrest of claim 14 wherein the support structure 
and the vertically extending members are formed integrally. 



24. (New) The backrest of claim 10 wherein the bottom portion is engagable 
at a plurality of vertically spaced apart engagement members provided on 
a bottom portion of the back rest. 

25. (New) The backrest of claim 10 wherein the vertically extending members 
are positioned to engage at least the lumbar and mid-back of the person 
when the person is seated in the chair. 
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26. (New) The backrest of claim 10 wherein the vertically extending members 
are positioned to engage substantially the entirety of the portion of the 
back of the person which is supported by the back rest. 

27. (New) The backrest of claim 10 wherein the flexion of the vertically 
extending members conforms to the shape of the back of the person as 
the position of the back of the person with respect to the backrest is 
adjusted. 
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